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Cover: Free of distractions and litter-strewn roadways, traffic moves steadily approaching Interstate 280 East traveling on 


Interstate 80 East in Essex County. 


Imagine you are driving along an Interstate at 65 m.p.h. 
and a filled garbage bag tumbles in front of your car. Or, 
imagine you are driving under an overpass that is covered in 
bright colored designs or verbiage. These distractions could 
make you swerve out of control, into another vehicle or into a 
wall. 

Consistent with the 
Department's initiative to 
maintain safe roadways, 
and in response to 
complaints from the 
public about litter and 
graffiti on the highways, 
North Region held its first 
highway clean up 
initiative in May to 
coincide with Earth Day. 

“We plan to have 
another special clean up 
day in November before 
the snow flies,” said Jeff 
Spicka, Regional Director, 
North Region. “We'll 
probably attack I-78 then.” 

“We worked from 
6 a.m. to 4 p.m. on one 
Saturday,” said John 
Gahwyler, Manager of North Region Maintenance and 
Equipment Operations. “NJDOT crew members from the 
entire region, even from West Jersey, volunteered. We formed 
small crews to try to attack litter and graffiti in the worst 
areas. On I-280 we cleaned up West Orange, Orange, East 
Orange and Newark. On I-80, we cleaned the Totowa, West 
Paterson and Paterson areas. 

“The goal is to put Crew 215 Supervisor Tony Kirksey in 
a position where he only will have to do routine maintenance 


to keep these areas free from garbage on the ground and 
graffiti on the walls,”said Gahwyler. 

Those who participated in the May litter and graffiti 
clean up also included Jose Guzman, Edis Castillo, Geraldo 
Castillo, Luis Martinez, John Toscani of Crew 211; Mark 
DeFuria, Robert Pitts, 
Eugene Horvath, Bill Falato, 
of Crew 213; Troy Thomason 
p>, of Crew 214; Anthony 
*.. Kirksey, Jorge Batista, 
Robert Rogers, William 
Smith, Vidal Rodriquez, 
=" William Rollack, Maurice 
* White, Anthony Manley, 
Bryant Jackson of Crew 215; 
Laura Hamorski, George 
_» Graner of Crew 216; John 
“), Stevens, Ed Huebsch, Brian 
*~ Wilson of Crew 219; Thomas 
Merchak, Bruce White, 
Daniel Stevens, Edmund 
Casey, Allen Goble, Miriam 
Torres, Wilbur Odom, 

_ Thomas Chalupnik of Crew 
' 220; Celester Barnes, John 
Dunlap, Nashid Fluker, 
Robert Laracuente of 
Crew 221; John Jones of Crew 222. Stanley Vann, Andrea 
Palmadessa of Crew 223; Steven Shaver of Crew 225; 
Jimmie Cheatom, Ryan Cox, Melvin Hunter of Crew 226; 
Mike Grogan, Jason Hubert of Crew 227; Deborah Peer 
of Crew 231; LaShawn Brice, Raishon Peterman, Rochell 
Hinton, Shazaliza Williams of Crew 245; Mathew Winnans 
of Crew 246; Antonio Cruz, Junior Royes of Crew 255; 
Joseph Greenleaf of Crew 257 and Area Supervisor Mike 
DeVita also participated. 
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Hispanic Heritage Month from 
September 15 to October 15, is the 
perfect time for the Department to 
celebrate the contributions of Hispanic 
Americans and learn about their 
cultures. NJDOT employees had the 
opportunity to celebrate the Hispanic 
culture in a program of inspirational 
speakers, food and entertainment on 
October 11. 

As Commissioner Kris Kolluri 
provided welcoming remarks, he 
stressed the need for opportunities for 
all Americans, including Hispanics in 
all areas of our lives, whether business 
or pleasure. 

Hispanic Heritage Month 
provides opportunities to recognize 
the contributions of the Hispanic 
workforce. At this time we should 
realize our fundamental obligation to 
understand and celebrate our diversity. 

The U.S. Census Bureau reports 
there are 44 million Hispanics or 14 
percent of the nation’s population. 
This Hispanic population includes 64 
percent Mexican, 10 percent Puerto 
Rican and lesser percentages of Cubans 
and those with Central and South 
American backgrounds. 

“America is the tapestry of every 
nationality and every color,” remarked 
keynote speaker Iris Quifiones-Ramos, 
who is currently a candidate in a 
doctoral bi-lingual education program 
at Seton Hall University. 

Stressing the many origins of 
United States Hispanics, Quifiones- 
Ramos referred to herself as a 


NuYorican, a blending of the terms 
New Yorker and Puerto Rican that 
refers to the culture of those of Puerto 
Rican descent who were born in 
Northern New Jersey and New York 
City. Most of their grandparents 

and parents arrived during the Gran 
migracion from Puerto Rico in the 1930s 
through the 1950s. 

Quifiones-Ramos noted that 
all Americans are descended from 
immigrants, most of whom came here 
with a strong work ethic. 

“My family instilled the love of 
education and hard work in me,” she 
said, “which is why I have had the 
chance to achieve what I have so far.” 

Quifiones-Ramos highlighted 
steps everyone can take to embrace 
diversity. 

“One thing is to vote” she said. 
“Another is to look at relationships 
with Latin America, as there are 20 
different nationalities of Hispanics; 
and another is to look at similarities 
instead of differences in people to build 
bridges.” 

Special thanks for the program go 
to NJDOTers Meg Frampton, Sharon 
Simmons and David Alvin as well 
as the Hispanic Heritage Committee: 


Sandy Aviles, Luciana Costa-Toller, 
Jairo Forero, Luis Galarza, Luz Garcia- 
Henn, Rafael Gonzalez, Patty Green, 
Migdalia Leon, Zoila Mejias-Aragona, 
Julia Mitchell, Odette Planas, Hector 
Rodriguiz, Ivette D. Santiago-Green, 
Esq., Carolina Siguenza, Nelida 
Valentin, Manny Viteri, Anna Wolf 
and Gary Zayas. 
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NJDOT’s Division of Civil Rights goes above and beyond 


NJDOT’s Division of Civil 
Rights and Affirmative Action at 
Headquarters helps ensure that the 
Department's 
work 
environment 
is free from 
discrimination, 
hostility and 
intimidation. 


Division runs 
the affirmative 
action program 
that makes sure 
our system’s 
processes and 
procedures do not exclude employees 
from opportunities. 

And, now things are expanding. 

According to Nelida Valentin, 
Director of the Division, the 
Department will now have Equal 
Employment Opportunity (EEO) 
representation in the regions in the 
form of a regional team staffed by 
Cheryl Taliaferro and David Alvin. 

“These very talented NJDOT 
employees will receive complaints 


Alvin 


Additionally, the 


of discrimination, conduct training, 
observe interviews, coach supervisors 
on their job responsibilities under 
Departmental policies and outreach 
to expand our recruitment pool of 
qualified applicants,” said Valentin. 

Both employees have specific 
goals as EEO liaisons. 

“The New Jersey State Policy 
for EEO-Affirmative Action has to 
be promoted, applied and adhered 
to in all areas and facilities of the 
Department, “ said Taliaferro. “I hope 
to promote and encourage acceptance, 
understanding and tolerance of the 
diversity of our co-workers while 
explaining the benefits of having a 
diverse NJDOT work force.” 

Alvin hopes to make people in 
the regions feel comfortable to talk 
to him. He will do his best to find 
the answers to those issues that are 
brought to his attention. 

“I definitely agree with Chery] 
about adhering to the state policy,” 
said Alvin. “I want to promote and 
encourage acceptance of our diversity 
within the supervisory ranks, and 
also create a harmonious relationship 


between the supervisor, personnel 
and all types of workers.” 

Taliaferro and Alvin will work 
alternate days in different regions, as 
well as headquarters. For example, 
on Monday Alvin is in Freehold; 
Taliaferro in Cherry Hill. On Tuesday, 
Alvin goes to Mt. Arlington; Taliaferro 
goes to Freehold. On Wednesday, 
Alvin is in Freehold; Taliaferro in Mt. 
Arlington. Thursday finds Alvin in 
Cherry Hill and 
Taliaferro at 
headquarters. 
On Friday 
Alvin is in 
Headquarters 
and Taliaferro is 
in Cherry Hill. 

Valentin 
has appointed 
Kerri 
Thompson- 
Tillett, the 
Department's 
EEO Officer as head of the new 
program. For answers to questions 
about the new program, contact Tillett 
at 609.530.3009. 


Taliaferro 


9/11: We will never forget 


Six years after thousands of people lost their lives 
in the September 11 attacks on our country, NJDOT 
honored those who had fallen. Despite the dank, dreary 
weather, NJDOT held its ceremonies at the Employee 
Memorial. Deputy Commissioner Stephen Dilts, 
who with Assistant Commissioner Sharon Shinkle 
spearheaded the program, provided welcome remarks. 

New Jersey’s Homeland Security Director, Richard 
Cafias, provided this year’s message with a distinct 
theme: stay vigilant. 

A strong proponent of the Homeland Security effort, 
Cafias sees transit as a top priority. The total funding is 
currently $100 million, which includes the ports. 

John Spedding, retired, served as Master of 
Ceremonies. Committee members for the program 


For the sixth NJDOT 9/11 ceremony, LTC Will Day - US Army 


Reserves - Transportation Data Development, Sr. Master Sergeant 


Paul Kasica - NJ Air National Guard - Office of Roadway Design 
Safety, Officer Ralph O’Bryan - West Trenton Fire Company - 
Support Services, Firefighter Rich Hopkins - West Trenton Fire 


Company - Freight Services, SFC Jose Garcia, US Army Reserves - 
Division of Traffic Operations, Linda Cardell and Kobie, West Jersey 


K-9 Search & Rescue - Statewide Traffic Operations and Brian 
Strizki, NJ Task Force 1, Director, Design Services marched in the 
posting of the colors. 


included Department of Transportation Retirees’ 
Association (DOTRA) members Mary Bock, Jim Dixon, 
Paul Gentles, Dick Hobson and John Stults, as well as 
present employees Frank Bocchini and Nancy Ciaruffoli 
of Operations, Mike DeAngelo, Janice DeJohn and 
Dennis Meszaros of Administration, Meg Frampton, 
Traffic Operations, John Festa, Dave Kook and Lauralee 
Rappleye of CPM, Erin Nelson, Chief Financial Officer 
(Budget) Ashok Rana, Capital Investment Strategies. 


Stevenson appointed director of budget 


Chief 

Financial Officer 
_ Steven B. 
. Hanson recently 
F announced the 
rad appointment of 
~ Debbie Stevenson 
to the position of 
Director, Division 
of Budget. The 
former Manager 


Stevenson 


NJDOT triumphs 


Judging by the smiles of the happy winners NJDOT’s 
8th Annual Golf Outing, held at Cream Ridge Golf Course 
on September 10" was a big success. 

Federal Highway Administration’s Bill Hoffman, 
NJDOT’s Howard Immordino and the Motor Vehicle 
Commission’s (MVC) Jim Rooney and Don Borowski made 
up the winner’s quartet. 

The event is open to all current and retired NJDOT 
and MVC employees. The fee includes breakfast, a golf cart, 
lunch, dinner, drinks and prizes. 

Anyone interested in participating in next year’s Golf 
Outing should contact John Zim at 609.530.2314. 


Retirees 


Chestnut 


Obituaries 


Construction and Maintenance Technician 1 Ernest 
Hassell of Region South died August 27. Survivors include 
his wife Linda, his daughter Heather, his sons Bill and 
Andrew Coward and his grandchildren. 

Environmental Specialist William E. McLaughlin died 
August 31 in Tabernacle. A NJDOT employee since 1988, 
McLaughlin went to the Department of Environmental 
Protection in 2002 to establish the review team for NJDOT’s 
transportation projects. Survivors include his wife Mary 
Lou, his mother Frances, his daughters Juliane and 
Stephanie McLaughlin and Mary Beth Hodgens, his sisters 


of the Bureau of Legislative Analysis 
since September 2000 brings impressive 
credentials to her new position. 
“One of her primary 
responsibilities in the legislative 
position was to direct the daily 
legislative response to bills under 
consideration before the New Jersey 
State Legislature for the Department, 
NJTRANSIT and the Toll Road 
authorities,” Hanson said. “This 


provided her with the opportunity 
to work on a broad range of policy 
and legal issues throughout the 
Department, with other state 
agencies, constituent groups, and 
the Legislature, including the 2006 
reauthorization of the Transportation 
Trust Fund.” 

Stevenson has also worked as an 
Administrative Analyst for the Motor 
Vehicle Commission. 


September retirees included John Semler, 36 years, Section Chief; Larry Chestnut, 
33 years, Geographic Information Systems Specialist 2; Andrea Parrella, 31 years, 
Principal Engineer; Donald Hoeschele, 25 years, Bridge Operator and John Powers, 13 
years, Micro-electric Systems Tech. 

Among those who retired in October are Theresa Hugg, 31 years, Administrative 
Assistant 3 and Charles York, 31 years, Crew Supervisor Mechanics. 


Mary Deal and Marie Pritsky, his brother Michael and a 
granddaughter. 

Retired NJDOT employee Costantino DeTore died 
October 1 in Morristown. His children Francesca, Carmine, 
Michael, Antoinetta Montgomery, Marie Picone, Elsie DeFeo 
and Geraldine and Carmela Cuccinello, his 19 grandchildren 
and his 16 great-grandchildren survive him. 

Retiree Thomas A. Boyle, formerly of Right of Way, died 
October 8 in Pennsauken. Survivors of the U.S. Army Veteran 
include his sisters Kathleen Cifelli and Bernadette, and his 
brother Daniel E., Jr. and many nieces and nephews. 


; Ty Pennington in Pennsauken 
Yard? 

Although he didn’t join 
the NJDOT as an employee, 
Pennington, the star of TVs 
“Extreme Makeover: Home 
Edition” show spent one hot 
ee =k August week in and about the 
oh Pennsauken Yard. His TV crew 
oat filmed the construction of a new 
home for the Marrero family on 
Federal Street in Pennsauken, 
which is near Pennsauken 


Maintenance Yard. 


NJDOT was instrumental in making it happen. 

“When the show’s Location Manager contacted 
NJDOT about controlling traffic flow in the Federal Street 
area for one full week, getting the necessary permits and 
storing materials, Region South went into action,” said Al 
Brenner, Director, Support Services. 

“Our office, Region South Permits, provided 
suggestions on detour routes and helped coordination 
with the local authorities,” said Victor Uzlyaner, Project 
Engineer. 

“Once the permits were obtained, NJDOT offered 
Pennsauken Yard as a camp. The builders were assisted 
by many volunteers, some of whom brought in food 
and water, so they needed a place for the week to store 
materials, their equipment and general supplies. Our 
Crew 410 helped with equipment relocation, and helped 
the builders set up the area,” said Uzlyaner. 

For traffic control, NJDOT provided detours on and 
around local streets near the building site, which was 
supervised and coordinated by Supervising Engineer 
Scott Oplinger, Region South. 

“We set up a detour route for ten days total,” said 
Jeff Ogbin, Crew 410 Supervisor. “Federal Street, Maple 
Avenue, Terrace Street and Rudderow Street were some 
of the roads we closed before the construction of the 
home.” 

Ogbin and his crew members Scott Ainsley, Joe 
McGonigle, Steve Irons, Tom Forte, Eli Richardson, 
Ken Bartucci, Doug Braswell and Paul Jeffries were 
instrumental in setting up the detours, prepping the yard, 
and setting up the production facility site. 

Final approvals for the work came from Regional 
Director Bill Carter and Regional Maintenance Engineer 
Bill Kingsland. 


Ed. note: Produced by Endemol USA, “Extreme Makeover, 
Home Edition,” which has received Emmy awards as Best 
Reality Program in the non-competitive category, is entering 
its fifth season on WABC. The show airs on Sunday evenings. 
Endemol USA effected overtime payment to NJDOT for the use 
of our staff and made minor repairs to the Pennsauken Yard. 


